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CONFIDENTIAL WELLINGTON 0548 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ILO, ELAB, NZ 

SUBJECT: ILO; CONSULTATIONS ON STRUCTURE 
REF: STATE 12607 

1 . BRIAN ABSOLUM, DEPARTING HEAD OF MFA UN DIVISION, CALLED 
LABATT FEBRUARY 1 1 AND REQUESTED HE STOP BY FOR CONVERSATION 
REGARDING WORKING PARTY ON STRUCTURE (WPS). ABSOLUM WANTED 
TO KNOW WHAT USG'S OBJECTION WAS TO NEW ZEALAND/ASIAN GROUP 
"THINK PIECE" OF LAST YEAR ON CHANGING COMPOSITION OF ILO 
GOVERNING BODY. IN RESPONSE, LABATT AGAVE ABSOLUM THRUST OF 
PARENTHETICAL PORTION OF PARA ONE OF REFTEL. 

2. ABSOLUM EXPRESSED BEMUSEMENT AND MILD IRRITATION THAT GNZ 
DELEGATION IN GENEVA HAD NOT BEEN CONSULTED BY USG CONCERNING 
POSTPONEMENT OF WPS FEBRUARY MEETING. HE WONDERED IF LACK OF 
CONSULTATION WAS INTENTIONAL AND IF SO, SAID SUCH AN AVOIDANCE 
WAS SURELY COUNTERPRODUCTIVE. LABATT REPLIED HE WAS 
UNAWARE OF ANY REASON FOR LACK OF CONSULTATIONS AND WAS SURE 
THAT IF SUCH OCCURRED IT WAS NOT INTENTIONAL. 

3. ABSOLUM ASKED FOR FULLER EXPLANATION OF USG POSITION 

AND PARTICULARLY ASSERTION THAT RESTRUCTURING OF GOVERNMENT 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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GB WOULD "INEVITABLY LEAD TO SAME FORMULA BEING IMPOSED ON 
SELECTION OF WORKER AND EMPLOYER GB REPS." HE SAID THIS WAS 
CRUX OF DIFFERENCE BETWEEN USG ANDGNZ SINCE GNZ DOES NOT 
BELIEVE THAT ADJUSTMENT IN ONE AREA "INEVITABLY" WOULD LEAD 
TO ADJUSTMENTS IN OTHER. LABATT PROMISED TO SEEK 
CLARIFICATION. 
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4. ACTION REQUESTED: ANY ELABORATION OR CLARIFICATION OF 

USG POSITION WHICH LABATT COULD SHARE WITH ABSOLUM WOULD BE 

HELPFUL. IN ADDITION, LABATT AND ABSOLUM MUTUALLY AGREED TO URGE 

RESPECTIVE DELEGATIONS IN GENEVA TO DISCUSS ISSUE. GENEVA 

MAY THERE FORE WANT TO APPROACH EITHER ROSS OR FARNON OF 

NEW ZEALAND MISSION TO DUSCUSS MATTER, IF THEY HAVE NOT DONE SO 

ALREADY. 

SELDEN 
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